


1IStar Bass towrnament angler
Matt Shura of Gilbert has been
fishing since he was a kid, and at
ne point held the state record
for biggest lareemouth bass ever caught
. Arizona.

In the fall, bass are much less finicky
than in the summer, so Shura keeps a
variety of baits tied on. He offers the
fish a wveritable smorgasbord, which
usually includes a split-shot worm, a
jig'n'pig, and some kind of topwater
offering.

SPLIT-SHOT RIG

“When I was in junior high, T met
Floyd Preas at Mevitz Marine,” Shura
says. At the time, all 1 had in my tack-
le box was a Rapala Shad Rap. Floyd
taught me how to split-shot and I've
been catching fish on it ever since.”

A split-shot rig is one of Shura’s go-to
baits. “It’s just consistently good,” he
explains, “especially for filling out a
limit.”

On very steep banks, a drop-shot rig is
faster, but for the most part Shura loves
to fish split-shot rigs whenever he can,
They are particularly effective on blus-
tery days, because you can feel the
worm real well despite the wind. In
water from five to twenty-five feet
deep. the split-shot rig is King. If the fish
are deeper than that, he usually switch-
es to a Carolina rig.

The key to split-shotting is boat con-
trol, says Shura, You have to stay over
the fish and move at the right speed to
be successful. Most of the time, if
you're not catching fish and you can see
them down there, you're probably going
too fast, “Hand a split-shot rig to a new-
bie and he’ll outfish you,” says Shura.
“Beginners just hang on to the rod and
relax, and that's what it takes.”

Shura’s lure of choice on a split-shot
rig is a Robo Worm. On the tank during
his seminars at Bass Pro Shops in Mesa,
bass latch on to the Robo Worm and
stay on, even without a hook. He also
spravs his worms with Bang.

Shura’s split-shot rig is simple. He
pinches a size 4 Water Gremlin split-
shot onto 8-pound-test monofilament
and ties on a size 1 Rebarb hook. That's
it; he’s ready to go. Bass Pro Shops
Excel mono line lets the worms float up,
which is key in spht-shotting.

While he’s dragging his 1ig, he con-
stantly keeps an eye on the depthfinder.
If he is seeing fish and not getting bit, he
slows down until he just about can’t

stand it. That usually does the trick. The
bite is often a tiny “tap tap tap”, but you
have to wait to feel the pressure before
setting the hook. A simple sweep and
reel 1s all it takes to set the hook with
cood line and sharp hooks.

Shura’s split-shot rod is a 6-foot, 6-
inch medium-action spinning rod. He
has caught 6- and 7-pound bass on split-
shot rigs, but also plenty of limit-fillers.
Keeping contact with the bottom is
important and with such light weights,
that means going slow and easy. He
likes to feel every rock and bush and he
can feel the weight climbing trees and
falling back down.

When your jig or worm rig hits a tree
or rock and you pull it to the top, give it

Shura pinches a size 4 split-shot (in
circle) onto 8-pound-test monaofila-
ment and ties on a size 1 hook and
a 4-inch finesse worm (in box).

some slack line so that when it falls over
the other side, it goes straight down and
stays close to the structure. On a taut
line, the lure will pendulum out from
the structure and miss any fish that are
hugging the bottom of the structure.

You can feed line, move the rod clos-
er, or move your boat closer. Whatever
it takes, keeping that lure right next to
the structure will mean more fish in the
boat,

JIG'N'PIG

“I like a jig and pig combo.” Shura
says. “Not many people throw them
around here, and they really catch fish.”
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